Simeon b. Laqish]. Finally R. Eleazar saw in his dream, “Tomorrow 
Sinai will come down and teach you something new.” [Yohanan] went 
in and said before [the disciples], “How may we verify the following 
fact, that the Temple service is to be carried out by the firstborn 
[instead of by priests]? It is from the following verse of Scripture: “For 
all the firstborn among the people of Israel are mine, both of man and 
of beast; on the day that I slew all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I 
consecrated them for myself’ (Num. 8:17). And it is written, [‘For I 
will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will smite all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast;] and on all the gods 
of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord’ (Ex. 12:12). [The 
Israelite firstborn were sanctified at that time.]’? What did they do 
before that time? “Then Rebekkah took the best garments of Esau her 
older son, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her 
younger son” (Gen. 27:15). What is the meaning of “the best 
garments”? [They were priestly garments,] for he would sene as high 
priest. Said R. Levi, “‘The Lord has broken the staff of the wicked, the 
scepter of rulers’ (Is. 14:5). This refers to the firstborn who made 
offerings to the golden calf at the head of the people.” 


1:2: Everything may be offered up on a high place: cattle, beasts, and 
fowl, large and small, male and female, unblemished but not 
blemished, clean, but not unclean. Everything was offered up as a 
burnt offering. [The burnt offerings thus] did not require flaying and 
chopping up. And a gentile at this time is permitted to do so it. Zeb. 
13:1C-E]. 


a. I[:3: Antoninus asked Rabbi, “What is the law as to building an 
altar?” He said to him, “Build it but hide away its stones.” He said 
to him, “What is the law as to preparing incense [such as was used 
in the Temple]?” He said to him, “One of its herbs is lacking. Has 
it not been written, ‘And the incense which you shall make 
according to its composition, you shall not make for yourselves; it 
shall be for you holy to the Lord’ (Ex. 30:37)? ‘For yourselves you 
shall not make it,’ but others may make it for you.” 


1:4: R. Eleazar and R. Yosé b. Haninah: R. Eleazar said, “Peace 
offerings did the children of Noah offer up.” R. Yosé b. Haninah said, 
“Burnt offerings did the children of Noah offer up.” 


1:5: As to bullocks that were burned up and goats that were burned up, 
were they burned up? [The supposition is that they were offered on a 
high place, as obligatory offerings not dependent upon a particular 
time or season. In regard to these offerings in the tent of meeting in the 


